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(Government likely to dilute
II'T entrance norms

ontroversial system: The current eligibility norm for admission to IITs is that a student be in the top 20th

percentile of students in terms of performance in the school-leaving examination.

» FROM PAGE 1 4

the students’ point of view,” he
said.

The officials said that while
low scoring school boards
such as those of Bihar and Ut-
tar Pradesh can continue to
adhere to the top 20th percen-
tile, others can adopt either
75% or 80% marks. For exam-
ple, this year, students scoring
91% from Andhra Pradesh
were not eligible for IIT-JEE
(Advanced) as they did not fall
within the top 20th percentile.

Last year, the government
announced a two-tier common
engineering admission test for
entry into all central govern-
ment-funded engineering
schools. The first part, called
JEE-Main, is for selecting stu-
dents to all the central govern-
ment-funded engineering
schools except IITs. The JEE-
Main ranking gives 40%
weightage to the school-leav-
ing examination and 60% to

the entrance examination.

The top 150,000 rank holders
of JEE-Main are eligible to
write JEE-Advanced, the sec-
ond part of the two-tier com-
mon exam. JEE Advanced is
the gateway to 15 IITs and In-
dian School of Mines,
Dhanbad, but for getting a fi-
nal IIT ranking these 150,000
students need to be in the top
20th percentile of their respec-
tive school boards.

After the results for the JEE-
Main and Advanced were an-
nounced in May and June this
year, many students found that
though they qualified the JEE-
Advanced, they were not with-
in the top 20th percentile and
hence not eligible to compete
for a seat.

Consequently, students in
Delhi, Andhra Pradesh, Gu-
jarat and Kerala challenged
the results in several high
courts as well as the Supreme
Court. Though the apex court
did not stop the admission

process, it said that the final
admission would be subject to
its verdict. The cases are pend-
ing before the court.

CBSE chairman Vineet Joshi
said he would not comment
on the controversy as the mat-
ter is sub judice, but added
that any process could be im-
proved. “After you have con-
ducted an entrance, you at
times feel that there is scope
for improvement,” he said.

The second government offi-
cial said that all stakeholders
involved agree that school-
leaving examinations need to
get their due. “The underlining
argument is that school boards
must get enough weight in the
IIT selection procedure. You
have to be good at all levels
than just tailor-made for an
entrance,” this official said.

In the 14 August review
meeting, all stakeholders also
decided to stick to the current
multiple choice format of IIT-
JEE, introduced in 2005-06.
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NEW DELHI

he government has decid-

ed to rework the admission
norms forthe Indian Institutes
of Technology (IITs), acknowl-
edging flaws in the process, al-
though the change is likely to
effectively dilute the criterion
for appearing in the IIT-Joint
Entrance Examination (Ad-
vanced).

The current eligibility norm
is that a student be in the top
20th percentile of students in
terms of performance in the
school-leaving (or so-called
board) examination and this
will likely be tweaked, two gov-
ernment officials with direct
knowledge of the development
said, asking not to be identi-
fied. :

The 20th percentile criterion
has attracted several legal
challenges.

The officials said that the
government is proposing an al-
ternative criterion of minimum
75% marks in the school-leav-
ing examination.

The change will benefit stu-
dents from Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala and those affiliated to
the Central Board of Second-

ary Education (CBSE) because
these boards are believed to be
generous with their marking.

According to one of the two
officials, the human resource
development ministry re-
viewed the system on 14 Au-
gust in the presence of officials
from the IITs and CBSE. It has
now asked the IITs to take up
the matter in the Joint Admis-
sion Board, the apex admis-
sions body of the IITs.

The 75% suggestion isn't
iron-clad, said the second offi-
cial, adding that the Joint Ad-
mission Board can decide the
cut-off will be 80%.

Interestingly, before the gov-
ernment came up with its
changes in 2012, the cut-off
was 60%.

“Percentile is a black box.
Students need to know what'’s
the minimum mark they need
to score, while preparing for
the board exam. A 75% or 80%
score will do away with the ex-
isting confusion,” said Pramod
Maheswari, managing director
of test prep company Career
Point Ltd.

“If they return to the mini-
mum percentage score, it
would be a correct move from
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ARUN NIGAVEKAR
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éd we accept the challenges

HE Indian education system is
under great study the world over
these days. The reasons are at two
levels — firstly, a lot of foreign uni-

versities are looking at India as a
big profit zone for higher education; and sec-
ond, overseas organisations are seeking to
establish links between their countries and
India. Also, a majority of knowledge-based
industries these days are deeply dependent on
Indian youth, who have undergone funda-
mental and higher studies under the Indian
education system.

The rapid growth of Indian higher education may create
compromises in scope and quality. Which is why a clear
approach is needed for raising and deploying finances e

e - policy and decision-making through research
and analysis, recently came out with an inter-
esting report for India — Building the links
between funding and quality in higher educa-
tion: India’s Challenge. The report is under
enormous discussion in the country and we
COME across economists, indusu'v persons and

& o

of slepplng up agnculmral yvvnh mfmsv.ruc-
fiscal

socml infrastructure, managing globalisation
and, of course, good governance. Education is a
vital and critical soft infrastructure in a knowl-
edge-linked economy, and higher education in
particular. A nation that has the sound founda-
tion to deliver quality higher education will be in
an advantageous position in the 21st century.
‘Today, our higher education system is show-
ing the signs of breaking mainly under the pres-
sure of enhanced access and reduced finances.
The system that is predominantly ‘public’ finds
itself orphaned by the state which is not willing
me\olvealmglennlﬂlcﬂotmmm
education as a 'merit good' and ‘non-menit'
good. We are locked in an unending discussion
that touches age old issues of access, relevance
and quality only at a peripheral level. The sim-
ple truth is that we need more educational insti-
tutions that give relevant and quality education
to take full advantage of opportunities that are
emerging at the gtobal level We can accept

education system in India enrols the second
largest number of students in the world after
China — nearly 22 million. In the past two
decades, enrolment grew by 7.7 per cent per
annum and more.than quadrupled. The num-
ber of institutions has grown even more rapid-
ly, from fewer than 6,000 in 1990-1991 to
more than 46,000 today, the most in any
country in the world.”

It also refers to the 12th ﬁ\e year plan
reforms, making a statement: “The state and
\mululional le\el regulations and conlrok are

1 by controls i d from a still
hlgher level, the national government and its
regulatory arms. This has led to a collection of
unclear and often contradictory policies and
laws that have prevented the government from
implemenung cohesive reform.”

The report’s n:cummendauan: touch upon
aspects like developing and i iting a
robust accreditation system; creation of a
quantitative data system to measure quali-
tv Imkmg of l'undmg o qualu\ measures;

and i ing a student

financial aid system; expanding the funding
for competitive research grants; increasing
funds to spur innovation and achieve specific
national and state goals, and finally, stress on
building of capacity for self-governance in the
new “Steer and Evaluate” model. The sugges-
tions in the report cause one to think in a com-
prehensive manner about the true challenges
in the Indian higher education system.
For any nation, stabilisation and growth of

India has shown the potential to take advantage
of knowledge-linked economy but needs to keep
that momentum for growth. Which could be

experts y in these chall P hen our
over this critical topic. | 1 and + in both
The report makes 4 comment: “The higher  quality and quantity.

However, both these factors require larger
investments. Who is going to put in the
money? The government has budgetary limi-
tations and is caught in difficult situation with
the psessure of societal aspirations and dearth
of employable graduates. The experiment of
‘self-financing’ professional teaching pro-
grammes in affiliating university systems while
expanding access has promoted unhealthy
academic and financial practices. Individuals,
the education barons and those who could
afford the high cost of education, have been
benefited, but the under privileged and finan-
cially weak are at a loss. They are in a ‘no
man’s land’ as neither the government assures
them access to education nor is the ‘self
financing’ education within their reach. Even
those who get admission are uncomfortable
about the utility of the education that they get.
Bulh the aided and non-aided institutions, for

reasons, compromise in quality. It
really boils down to investments in education.
What India needs is entirely a new economic
architecture for education.

A few core decisions need to be taken.
Currently, education is treated as a non- proﬁl
activity. This apy h, which was
immediately after Independence, is not sustain-
able now, as the government has limited
resources o meet ever-increasing demands.
The creation of self-financing affiliating institu-
tions has done more harm than good. We now
need to accept that education can exist as a
dual entity: ‘merit good' activity to be done pre-
dominantly by the government and ‘non-merit
good’ activity to be done hy the corporate sector.
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THE TIMES OF INDIA
E-Summit at IIT-K concludes

THM | Aug 15, 2015, 0216 FM IST

KANPUR: In its efforts to instill entrepreneurship among the students, the Entrepreneurship Cell of 11
Kanpur organised the three-day E-Summit 2013 that concluded on Sunday.

Parth Arora, head of media and publicity at the cell informed that the E-Summit concluded with a seri:
of talks by young and dynamic leaders from multiple walks of life like author Preeti Shenoy, startup
co-founder Harishankaran Karunanidhi, online entertainment expert Prashant Raj, and Ambarish
Gupta, CEQ, Knowlarity.

Parth said these personalities discussed their journey with the students who turned out in large
numbers at the venue. The E-Summit included a wide range of competitions such as 'Mind Your
Business', a business simulation game, SoCha, formulating business idea for tackling social problems,
E-Sell, marketing strategy designing and Pitch-ur-Project, pitching a technical project for commercial
scale-ability.

Cash prizes worth Rs 1.75 lakh were given away atthe programme. He also informed that a panel discussion on 'Funding Scenario in India and Future
Opportunities’ was held with Prashant Raj as the moderator of the discussion. The panel consisted of Anil Joshi, head of operations at Mumbai Angels
Ashu Agarwal, head, north India operations, Indian Angel Network and Navin Honagudi, part of the investiment team at Kae Capital.

He concluded by saying that workshops from leading corporate organisations like National Entrepreneurship Network (NEN) and Focus Adventures
explaining the process of coming up with an idea and converting it idea into viable businesses were organised.

The event was held under the guidance of SIDBI Innovation and Incubation Centre, IIT Kanpur.

IIT-B launches National .
Entrepreneurship Challenge ° .
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MUMBATIL: The entrepreneurship cell of [IT-Bombay Friday night) launched the National
Entrepreneurship Challenge (NEC). Created with the vision of promoting entrepreneurship
amidst all the campuses in India, and making people realise that coming up with an innovative
idea is no rocket science, the challenge is the first of its kind pan-India competition undertaken
by E-Cell.

The challenge will ultimately direct participating colleges to establish their own E-Cells. [t will
include all the colleges spread across India.



